Nordic System Operation Agreement
(SOA) - Annex European Economic Area

(EEA) legal issue

FINGRID

ENERGINET

= e Statnett

Approval date
11/12/2019

Entry into force
1/12/2019

Revision

SOA Annex European Economic Area
(EEA) legal issue



http://www.fingrid.fi/en/
mailto:info%40energinet.dk?subject=Ordering%20accessible%20document&body=Send%20this%20e-mail%20to%20order%20an%20accessible%20version%20of%20the%20following%20document%3a%0D%0A%0D%0Ahwfbx5mp%5c20191126_SOA_EEA%20Annex_final%20draft.pdf%0D%0A%0D%0AKind%20regards%0D%0AEnerginet

1 European Economic Area (EEA) legal issue

The EU codes/guidelines constitute legally binding regulations for all EU countries. They constitute
legally binding regulations for all EEA countries, if deemed relevant according to the EEA-agreement
and incorporated in accordance with national law. Sweden, Finland and Denmark are members of
the EU, and Norway is an EEA country. In order for the codes to have legal effect in an EEA-country,
the codes/guidelines must go through a formal national legal procedure. An EEA-country that has
not (yet) made one of the codes/guidelines part of their internal legislation are not obliged to follow
the codes/guidelines.

The SOA makes on numerous accounts references to specific articles in the codes/guidelines. As
long as Norway has not made one or more of the codes/guidelines part of its internal legislation,
Statnett is not obliged by national law to follow the Codes/guidelines. However, Statnett will
nevertheless through the SOA agreement follow what is stated in the agreement and the relevant
parts of the codes/guidelines — not because Statnett is obliged to by law, but because it is agreed
among the TSOs that these rules shall apply between the TSOs, and constitute an integral part of
the SOA.

According to Statnett's license as system operator in Norway, the regulator has to approve all
material changes in the SOA. The regulator can approve all material changes unconditionally, or
approve them on certain conditions.



